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development " without recourse to future Acts of Parliament.
In other words, the former dissented on the grounds that the
Committee's recommendations went too far, while the latter
submitted a draft alternative Report on the basis that they
did not go far enough to satisfy India's demands. These
two views constitute the dissenting amendments to which
I shall presently refer. Between these two opposite views
the Committee laboured to steer a middle course.
" Is it not the moral/' asks Lord Zetland, " that we may
draw from these facts this—that the recommendations of the
Report embody the golden mean between two extremes,
and that they bear for that very reason the hall-mark of
what, I think, will be generally admitted to be the peculiar
genius of the British people ? "
The Indian Nationalist press, on the other hand, con-
tended that this policy of adopting a middle path would
ultimately lead nowhere. Some of the Indian leaders
feared that even this middle path might not be followed at
the outset, since Federation was made dependent upon so
many circumstances stipulated for its inauguration. How
soon '' responsibility at the Centre " was likely to be granted
no one could foretell, and on account of this feeling of un-
certainty the Report was not received with any degree of
enthusiasm by Indian public.
We shall briefly refer here to the two dissenting amend-
ments to the Majority Report. The four members of the
Labour Party in the Committee submitted their amendments
in the form of a draft Alternative Report, in which they
accepted the general structure of the proposals of the
majority but recommended the transfer of all subjects to
Legislative control, except Defence. They were not prepared
to concede immediate Dominion Status, but considered that
the new Constitution should be so framed as to enable India
to attain that Status within a reasonable time and with-
out further reference to Parliament. While the Provincial
Governments should conform to the Westminster system,

